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feverishly to check the evil. He transformed the con-
sulate into a hospital regardless of expense, and
travelled constantly between the two cities according
to the gravity of the situation. On one occasion he
went personally into an affected area, which the
inhabitants had refused to vacate, taking with him a
supply of clean clothing from the European colony.
He succeeded in gaining the confidence of the terror-
stricken people, who then allowed themselves to be
removed to the lazaretto without difficulty. At another
time, at the lazaretto itself, there were forty-two victims
of the plague left to their fate in one room. No doctor
would give them attention. Yet De Lesseps fearlessly
went in among them himself, and remained for some
time ministering to their need. No wonder that a
newspaper wrote of him: " The young French consul
has shown a courage and devotion worthy of his colours.
Energetic, tireless, sometimes foolhardy, he has been
concerned to see everything for himself; bending over
the beds of the dying he has questioned, consoled and
succoured." France made him a Chevalier of the
Legion of Honour, and at an official banquet the repre-
sentative of the British colony stated " that he had never
seen one so young represent his country more credit-
ably, and that the French Government was to be con-
gratulated in having men of the stamp of M. de Lesseps
in her foreign service."
We have already had occasion to notice that De
Lesseps was endowed with a puckish sense of humour,
which frequently stood him in good stead in his
diplomatic activities. The following story is typical.
At the time of the Egyptian invasion of Syria, all the